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with no official political position. Though the finances of
Bengal were under British management, the nominal
authority of the Nawab was left intact; the collection and
administration of the revenues were left to native officials
under English supervisors and the power of native local
authorities was not curtailed. When temptation was con-
stant and control remote and ineffective, the conduct of
the Company's officials was frequently disgraceful The
Governor's authority was often slight, for his servants were
scattered over a wide area, his araiy was often mutinous and
his own task was extremely unenviable, with many masters
to please and little support to be expected. Corruption was
rampant, and presents were freely taken from natives.1
The servants of the Company, receiving meagre salaries,
sought to supplement their incomes by private trading:
by a grant of 1717 from the Emperor they already had the
right to import and export goods free of duty, but now they
tried to extend this privilege to gain exemption from duties
levied on internal trade. Their dealings with natives were
frequently arbitrary and unjust, the Indians being forced
to buy and sell at the prices quoted by the English officials.
Give, who was an efficient administrator as well as a great
soldier, endeavoured to induce the Company to pay adequate
salaries; he forbade the receiving of presents by Company
officials and the evasion of duties on internal trading; in
addition, he attempted to purify the administration of the
finances.
The whole position was reviewed by the Government after The British
the great famine of 1770, which killed about one-third of reviews
the population of Bengal, made it impossible to collect the
revenue, and reduced the Company almost to bankruptcy.
Even the conduct of Clive did not pass without the severest
criticism: many of his actions were condemned, though
eventually the Government declared its appreciation of his
1 Mir Kassim had spent ^200,000 in presents to the Council.
Leadam, Polit. Hist, of England, vol. ixv p. 76,
Between 1757 and 1766 the princes and natives of Bengal had
paid to the Company's servants ^2,169,665 and £3,770,833 as com-
pensation for losses suffered by the Company. Comb. Mod, Hist.*
vol. viii., p. 571.

